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(57) ABSTRACT

In at least some embodiments, an electronic device includes a
data sink and a buffer coupled to the data sink. The buffer is
configured to receive streaming data in transit to the data sink.
The electronic device also includes a clock drift compensa-
tion controller coupled to the buffer, wherein the clock drift
compensation controller is configured to apply either of two
predetermined clock drift compensation values to a clock rate
for the buffer whenever a buffer fullness status value is offset
from a predetermined threshold.
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1
CLOCK DRIFT COMPENSATION APPLYING
PAIRED CLOCK COMPENSATION VALUES
TO BUFFER

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application is a divisional of prior application Ser. No.

13/292,227, filed Nov.9, 2011, now U.S. Pat. No. 9,014,321,

issued Apr. 21, 2015;

Which claims priority to EP Patent Application No.
11290505 4, filed on Oct. 31, 2011; which is hereby incorpo-
rated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND

There are times when two systems or components operat-
ing at two different clocks rates need to be interfaced. Such an
interface is difficult in the sense that the design becomes
asynchronous at the boundary of interface. Clock drift for
either system or component needs to be accounted for to
avoid overflow or underflow of buffers at the interface. Vari-
ous clock drift compensation techniques exist, which involve
estimating the clock drift and thereafter compensating
accordingly for the estimated clock drift. Unfortunately, con-
tinuously estimating clock drift is computationally expen-
sive.

SUMMARY

The problems noted above are solved in large part by an
electronic device comprising a data sink and a buffer coupled
to the data sink. The buffer is configured to receive streaming
data in transit to the data sink. The electronic device also
comprises a clock drift compensation controller coupled to
the buffer. The clock drift compensation controller is config-
ured to apply either of two predetermined clock drift com-
pensation values to a clock rate for the buffer whenever a
buffer fullness status value is offset from a predetermined
threshold.

Further, in at least some embodiments, a clock drift com-
pensation interpolator comprises a buffer and control logic
coupled to the buffer. The control logic is configured to apply
a first predetermined clock drift compensation value to a
clock rate for the buffer when a buffer fullness status value is
above a predetermined threshold and to apply a second pre-
determined clock drift compensation value to the clock rate
for the buffer when the buffer fullness status value is below
the predetermined threshold.

Further, in at least some embodiments, a method for clock
drift compensation comprises monitoring a buffer fullness
status. When the monitored buffer fullness status is above a
predetermined threshold, the method comprises applying a
first of two paired clock drift compensation values to a clock
rate for the buffer. When the monitored buffer fullness status
is below the predetermined threshold, the method comprises
applying a second of the two paired clock drift compensation
values to the clock rate for the buffer.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For a detailed description of exemplary embodiments of
the invention, reference will now be made to the accompany-
ing drawings in which:

FIG. 1 shows a system in accordance with embodiments of
the disclosure;
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FIG. 2A-2C show different variations of a clock drift inter-
polator in accordance with embodiments of the disclosure;

FIG. 3 shows a communication system in accordance with
embodiments of the disclosure;

FIG. 4 shows details of a clock drift interpolator in accor-
dance with embodiments of the disclosure;

FIG. 5 shows a method for clock drift compensation in
accordance with embodiments of the disclosure;

FIG. 6 shows another method for clock drift compensation
in accordance with embodiments of the disclosure;

FIG. 7 shows a method for adjusting clock drift compen-
sation in accordance with embodiments of the disclosure; and

FIG. 8 shows a computer system in accordance with vari-
ous examples of the disclosure.

NOTATION AND NOMENCLATURE

Certain terms are used throughout the following descrip-
tion and claims to refer to particular system components. As
one skilled in the art will appreciate, companies may refer to
a component by different names. This document does not
intend to distinguish between components that differ in name
but not function. In the following discussion and in the
claims, the terms “including” and “comprising” are used in an
open-ended fashion, and thus should be interpreted to mean
“including, but not limited to . . . ” Also, the term “couple” or
“couples” is intended to mean either an indirect or direct
electrical connection. Thus, if a first device couples to a
second device, that connection may be through a direct elec-
trical connection, or through an indirect electrical connection
via other devices and connections. Also, the term “clock drift
compensation interpolation” is intended to mean application
of either of two different clock drift compensation values in
response to a drift detection mechanism.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The following discussion is directed to various embodi-
ments of the invention. Although one or more of these
embodiments may be preferred, the embodiments disclosed
should not be interpreted, or otherwise used, as limiting the
scope of the disclosure, including the claims. In addition, one
skilled in the art will understand that the following descrip-
tion has broad application, and the discussion of any embodi-
ment is meant only to be exemplary of that embodiment, and
not intended to intimate that the scope of the disclosure,
including the claims, is limited to that embodiment.

Disclosed herein are methods and systems for clock drift
compensation between a data source and a data sink. In at
least some embodiments, clock drift compensation is per-
formed without a drift estimation being computed. Instead,
clock drift compensation is based on monitoring a buffer
(e.g., a FIFO buffer) pointer position (indicative of a buffer
fullness status) and applying either of two clock drift com-
pensation values based on the buffer pointer position. For
example, a clock drift compensation controller may apply a
positive clock drift compensation value to a data_out clock of
a buffer (e.g., a first-in first-out (FIFO) buffer) when the
buffer fullness status is above a predetermined threshold, and
may apply a negative clock drift compensation value to the
data_out clock of the buffer when the buffer fullness status is
below the predetermined threshold. Alternatively, a clock
drift controller may apply a positive clock drift compensation
value to a data_in clock of a buffer when the buffer fullness
status is below a predetermined threshold, and may apply a
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negative clock drift compensation value to the data_in clock
of the buffer when the buffer fullness status is above the
predetermined threshold.

Although not required, at least some disclosed embodi-
ments for clock drift compensation interpolation are applied
to an audio stream scenario, where an audio source in not in
sync with an audio sink. For example, the audio source may
be a web-radio and the audio sink may be a digital-to-analog
(D/A) port associated with an acoustic transducer on a con-
sumer device in communication with the web-radio. In such a
scenario, it is assumed that the data rate from the web-radio
and the consumption rate of the D/A port are not controlled.
Instead of synchronizing the data source and the data sink, a
clock drift compensation interpolator is provided between the
web-radio and the D/A port of the consumer device. The
clock drive compensation interpolator may operate as
described in greater detail herein.

FIG. 1 shows a system 100 in accordance with embodi-
ments of the disclosure. As shown, the system 100 comprises
a data source 102 in communication with a data sink 110 via
a clock drift compensation interpolator 104. The clock drift
compensation interpolator 104 comprises a buffer 106 and
control logic 108 in communication with the buffer 106. The
buffer 106, for example, may be an asynchronous buffer (e.g.,
an asynchronous FIFO) with separate clocks for writing data
into the buffer 106 and for reading data out of the buffer 106.
The write clock may be referred to herein as a data_in clock,
while the read clock may be referred to herein as a data_out
clock.

In accordance with at least some embodiments, the clock
drift compensation interpolator 104 applies drift compensa-
tion values to the read clock or the write clock of the buffer
106 due to changes in the data source clock rate over time
and/or due to changes the data sink clock rate over time. For
example, the clock drift compensation interpolator 104 may
apply either of two predetermined clock drift compensation
values to a clock rate for the buffer 106 when a buffer fullness
status value is offset from a predetermined threshold. In some
embodiments, the clock drift compensation interpolator 104
may apply a null clock drift compensation value if the buffer
fullness status value is at the predetermined threshold. The
predetermined threshold may correspond to a midpoint full-
ness level of the buffer 106, but alternative thresholds are
possible. Further, the predetermined threshold may corre-
spond to a range of fullness levels rather than a particular
level. In at least some embodiments, the buffer fullness level
is determined by monitoring a pointer of the buffer 106 that
tracks the latest register written to or the next register to be
written to. If the buffer 106 corresponds to a FIFO buffer, the
buffer fullness level would be determined, for example, by
monitoring a pointer of the FIFO buffer.

Although different embodiments may vary, the two
(paired) predetermined clock drift compensation values may
comprise a positive drift compensation value and a negative
drift compensation value, where the negative drift value has
the same magnitude as the positive drift compensation value.
The positive and negative drift values may, for example, be
determined based on previous calculations or specifications
provided for the data source or data sink. Alternatively, the
positive and negative drift values may be determined over
time by monitoring parameters such as the buffer fullness
level, the buffer filling rate, or the buffer emptying rate. As an
example, the control logic 108 of the clock drift compensa-
tion interpolator 104 may monitor a buffer filling rate. If the
buffer filling rate is above a maximum fill rate threshold, the
control logic 108 may increase a difference between the two
predetermined clock drift compensation values (e.g., by
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increasing their magnitudes). Similarly, if a buffer emptying
rate is above a maximum emptying rate threshold, the control
logic 108 may increase a difference between the two prede-
termined clock drift compensation values. Alternatively, if
the buffer filling rate is below a minimum fill rate threshold,
the control logic 108 may decrease a difference between the
two predetermined clock drift compensation values (e.g., by
decreasing their magnitudes). Similarly, if a buffer emptying
rate is below a minimum emptying rate threshold, the control
logic 108 may decrease a difference between the two prede-
termined clock drift compensation values.

In some embodiments, the clock drift compensation inter-
polator 104 supports synchronizing the data_in clock of the
buffer 106 with a data source clock. For example, if the clock
drift interpolator 104 is implemented in an electronic device
with the data source 102, the data_in clock of the buffer 106
could be synchronized with the data source clock. In other
words, the data source 102 may operate as master of the
data_in clock of the buffer 106. In such case, the clock drift
compensation interpolator 104 is able to adjust the data_out
clock of the buffer 106, but not the data_in clock. Accord-
ingly, the clock drift compensation interpolator 104 may
apply a negative drift compensation value to the data_out
clock of the buffer 106 when the buffer fullness status value is
above the predetermined threshold. Further, the clock drift
compensation interpolator 104 may apply a positive drift
compensation value to the data_out clock of the buffer 206
when the buffer fullness status value is below the predeter-
mined threshold.

Alternatively, the clock drift interpolator 104 supports syn-
chronizing the data_out clock of the buffer 106 with the data
sink clock. For example, if the clock drift compensation inter-
polator 104 is implemented in an electronic device with the
data sink 110, the data_out clock of the buffer 106 could be
synchronized with the data sink clock. In other words, the
data sink 110 operates as a master of the data_out clock of the
buffer 106. In such case, the clock drift compensation inter-
polator 104 is able to adjust the data_in clock of the buffer
106, but not the data_out clock. Accordingly, the clock drift
compensation interpolator 104 may apply a negative drift
compensation value to the data_in clock of the buffer 106
when the buffer fullness status value is above the predeter-
mined threshold. Further, the clock drift compensation inter-
polator 104 may apply a positive drift compensation value to
the data_in clock of the buffer 206 when the buffer fullness
status value is below the predetermined threshold.

If both the data source 102 and the data sink 110 are to
operate as master, the clock drift compensation interpolator
104 could implement multiple buffers, where the data_in
clock of the first buffer is synchronized with the data source
102 and the data_out clock of the second buffer is synchro-
nized with the data sink 110. In such case, the clock drift
interpolator may apply clock drift compensation to the
data_out clock of the first buffer and/or the data_in clock of
the second buffer. Further, in some embodiments, multiple
clock drift compensation interpolators 104 could be posi-
tioned between the data source 102 and the data sink 110,
where the data_in clock of the buffer in the first clock drift
compensation interpolator is synchronized with the data
source 102 and the data_out clock of the buffer in second
clock drift compensation interpolator is synchronized with
the data sink 110. In such case, the first clock drift compen-
sation interpolator may apply clock drift compensation to the
data_out clock of its buffer and/or the second clock drift
compensation interpolator may apply clock draft compensa-
tion to the data_in clock of its buffer.
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FIG. 2A-2C show different variations of clock drift com-
pensation interpolators in accordance with embodiments of
the disclosure. In FIG. 2A, a clock drift compensation inter-
polator 204A couples to and is synchronized (represented by
arrow 212A) with a data sink 210 that operates as a master on
the clock. The clock drift compensation interpolator 204A
comprises a FIFO buffer 206 that receives a data stream from
the data source 202, where the data source clock may drift
over time. The FIFO buffer 206 couples to control logic
208A, which applies either of two clock drift compensation
values to the read clock (data_out clock) of the FIFO buffer
206 based on a pointer position for the FIFO buffer 206 as
described herein.

In FIG. 2B, a clock drift compensation interpolator 204B
couples to and is synchronized (represented by arrow 212B)
with the data source 202. The clock drift interpolator 204B
comprises a FIFO buffer 206 and control logic 208B. In FIG.
2B, the clock drift interpolator 204B receives a data stream
from the data source 202 and forwards the data stream to the
data sink 210 via the FIFO buffer 206, where the data sink
clock may drift over time. In FIG. 2B, the control logic 208B
is configured to apply either of two clock drift compensation
values to the write clock (data_in clock) of the FIFO buffer
206 based on a pointer position for the FIFO buffer 206 as
described herein.

In FIG. 2C, a clock drift interpolator 204C having control
logic 208C between two FIFO buffers 206A and 206B is
shown. The data_in clock of the FIFO buffer 206A is syn-
chronized (represented by arrow 212C) with the data source
202 and the data_out clock of the FIFO buffer 206B is syn-
chronized (represented by arrow 212D) with the data sink
210. In FIG. 2C, the control logic 208C is configured to apply
either of two clock drift compensation values to the read clock
(data_out clock) of the FIFO buffer 206 A based on a pointer
position for the FIFO buffer 206 A and to apply either of two
clock drift compensation values to the write clock (data_in
clock) of the FIFO buffer 206B based on a pointer position for
the FIFO buffer 206B as described herein.

FIG. 3 shows a communication system 300 in accordance
with embodiments of the disclosure. As shown, the commu-
nication system 300 comprises a server 302 in communica-
tion with a plurality of user devices 310A-310N via a network
308. The user devices 310A-310N may be computing devices
such as desktop computers, laptop computers, cell phones,
smart phones, tablet computer, or other devices. In at least
some embodiments, the server 302 comprises an application
304 that operates as a data source 306. For example, the
application 304 may comprise a web-radio that operates as
the data source 306 by outputting streaming audio data.

Regardless of the type of data stream, each of the user
devices 310A-310N comprises a corresponding data sink
314A-314N for the data stream output by data source 306.
Before the data stream from the data source 306 reaches data
sinks 314A-314N;, each of the clock drift compensation inter-
polators 312A-312N is configured to selectively apply either
of two clock drift compensation values as described herein.

FIG. 4 shows details of a clock drift compensation inter-
polator 400 in accordance with embodiments of the disclo-
sure. As shown, the clock drift compensation interpolator 400
comprises a buffer 402 and control logic 404. In at least some
embodiments, the buffer 402 provides pointer location infor-
mation to the control logic 404. Meanwhile, the control logic
provides a clock drift compensation adjustment to a data_in
clock or a data_out clock for the buffer 402.

More specifically, the control logic 404 comprises a buffer
monitoring manager 406 that operates to monitor the buffer
fullness status of the buffer 402 based on the pointer location.
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The buffer monitoring manager 406 may also determine a
buffer filling rate or a buffer emptying rate based on the
pointer location information. In response to a determination
of'the buffer fullness status by the buffer monitoring manager
406, a drift compensation manager 408 operates to apply
either of two different clock drift compensation values 409 to
a data_in clock or to a data_out clock of the buffer 402. The
two different clock drift compensation values 409 may be
predetermined and stored by the drift compensation manager
408. Although not required, the two clock drift compensation
values 409 may correspond to a paired positive drift compen-
sation value and negative drift compensation value. Alterna-
tively, the two clock drift compensation values 409 may be
two positive values or two negative values that are separated
by a predetermined amount (e.g., 100 parts per million
(ppm)). In some embodiments, if the pointer location is not
offset from a predetermined threshold of the buffer 402, the
clock rate manager 408 does not apply any clock drift com-
pensation value to the data_in clock or the data_out clock of
the buffer 402.

As needed, the clock drift compensation values 409 stored
by the drift compensation manager 408 may be updated. In
such case, the interpolation adjustment manager 410 may
determine the amount of adjustment that is made. In some
embodiments, the adjustment is based on determining the
difference between a write clock rate and a read clock rate of
the buffer 402 and adjusting the clock drift compensation
values 409 in proportion to this difference. Alternatively, the
adjustment to clock drift compensation values 409 may be
made by the interpolation adjustment manager 410 in propor-
tion to the buffer filling rate or the buffer emptying rate
monitored by the buffer monitoring manager 406.

In accordance with at least some embodiments, the clock
drift compensation interpolator 400 either makes a compen-
sation using a maximum positive drift value (e.g., +100 ppm)
or makes a drift compensation using the maximum negative
drift value (e.g., =100 ppm). There are no intermediate values
for the drift compensation, except perhaps a null value. How-
ever, the two clock drift compensation values 409 can be
adjusted dynamically should such adjustment be needed. The
decision to switch between which of the two drift compensa-
tion values is decided upon the flow detection observed on the
FIFO associated with a serial port in the path between a data
source and a data sink. If the FIFO pointer is below or equal
to a nominal position, the first drift compensation value is
selected. Meanwhile, if the FIFO pointer is greater than the
nominal position, the second drift compensation value is
selected

FIG. 5 shows a method 500 for clock drift compensation in
accordance with embodiments of the disclosure. The method
500 may be performed, for example, by a clock drift compen-
sation interpolator that is synchronized with a data sink. As
shown, the method 500 comprises monitoring a buffer (block
502). If the buffer is filled more than a threshold amount
(decision block 504), a maximum negative drift compensa-
tion value is applied to a data_in clock of the buffer (block
506). On the other hand, if the buffer is not filled more than the
threshold amount (decision block 504), a maximum positive
drift compensation value is applied to a data_in clock of the
buffer (block 508).

FIG. 6 shows another method 600 for clock drift compen-
sation in accordance with embodiments of the disclosure. The
method 600 may be performed, for example, by a clock drift
compensation interpolator that is synchronized with a data
sink. As shown, the method 600 comprises monitoring a
buffer (block 602). If the bufter is filled more than a threshold
amount (decision block 604), a maximum positive drift com-
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pensation value is applied to a data_out clock of the buffer
(block 606). On the other hand, if the buffer is not filled more
than the threshold amount (decision block 604), a maximum
negative drift compensation value is applied to a data_out
clock of the buffer (block 608).

FIG. 7 shows a method 700 for adjusting clock drift com-
pensation in accordance with embodiments of the disclosure.
The method 700 may be performed, for example, by a clock
drift compensation interpolator operating between a data
source and a data sink. As shown, the method 700 comprises
monitoring a buffer 702. If the buffer is not being filled or
emptied at a rate greater than a threshold amount (decision
block 704), maximum positive and maximum negative drift
values are maintained (block 706). On the other hand, if the
buffer is not being filled or emptied at a rate greater than a
threshold amount (decision block 704), maximum positive
and maximum negative drift values are adjusted (block 708).
In an alternative technique, adjustments to the maximum
positive and maximum negative drift values may be based on
determining the different between a read clock rate and a
write clock rate for a buffer.

The disclosed clock drift compensation interpolation tech-
nique is simple to implement. For example, there is no drift
estimation needed. In an example, the interpolation filter
either makes +100 ppm compensation or switches (toggles)
to =100 ppm. Further, there is no computation of read/write
pointers distances. Instead, drift compensation will continu-
ously switch from +100 ppm to —=100 ppm similar to how
PDM delta-sigma modulation operates. Further, signal deg-
radation is marginal.

The server, the user devices, the data sources, the data
sinks, and the clock drift compensation interpolation compo-
nents and operations as described above may be implemented
with any general-purpose computing component, such as an
application-specific integrated chip (ASIC), a computer, or a
network component with sufficient processing power,
memory resources, and network throughput capability to
handle the necessary workload placed upon it. FIG. 8 illus-
trates a typical, general-purpose computer system 800 suit-
able for implementing one or more embodiments of the com-
ponents disclosed herein. The computer system 800 includes
a processor 802 (which may be referred to as a central pro-
cessor unit or CPU) that is in communication with memory
devices including secondary storage 804, read only memory
(ROM) 806, and random access memory (RAM) 808, with an
input/output (I/O) interface 810, and with a network interface
812. The processor 802 may be implemented as one or more
CPU chips, or may be part of one or more application specific
integrated circuits (ASICs).
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The secondary storage 804 is typically comprised of one or
more disk drives, flash devices, or tape drives and is used for
non-volatile storage of data and as an over-flow data storage
device if RAM 808 is not large enough to hold all working
data. Secondary storage 804 may be used to store programs
that are loaded into RAM 808 when such programs are
selected for execution. The ROM 806 is used to store instruc-
tions and perhaps data that are read during program execu-
tion. ROM 806 is a non-volatile memory device that typically
has a small memory capacity relative to the larger memory
capacity of secondary storage 804. The RAM 808 is used to
store volatile data and perhaps to store instructions. Access to
both ROM 806 and RAM 808 is typically faster than to
secondary storage 804.

The above discussion is meant to be illustrative of the
principles and various embodiments of the present invention.
Numerous variations and modifications will become apparent
to those skilled in the art once the above disclosure is fully
appreciated. It is intended that the following claims be inter-
preted to embrace all such variations and modifications.

What is claimed is:

1. A process for clock drift compensation comprising:

storing data in a buffer circuit based on a clock rate for the

buffer circuit,
the clock rate for the buffer circuit regulating the amount of
data stored in the buffer circuit to prevent overflow or
underflow of the data stored in the buffer circuit;

monitoring the buffer circuit for a bufter fullness status that
indicates an amount of data stored in the buffer circuit;

when the monitored buffer fullness status is above a certain
threshold, applying a first of two paired clock drift com-
pensation values to the clock rate for the bufter circuit;

when the monitored buffer fullness status is below the
certain threshold, applying a second of the two paired
clock drift compensation values to the clock rate for the
buffer circuit: and

determining a difference between a buffer read clock value

and a buffer write clock value; and

adjusting the two paired clock drift compensation values

applied to the clock rate for the buffer circuit based on
the difference.

2. The process of claim 1, including

adjusting the two paired clock drift compensation values

applied to the clock rate for the bufter circuit in response
to determining that a buffer fill rate is offset from a buffer
fill rate threshold,

the first of the two paired clock drift compensation values

being a positive value and the second of the two paired
clock drift compensation values being a negative value.
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